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to it elected from the eighty-three departments. On this
motion the Jacobins declared that the Girondins wished to
split France tip into a federal republic; and for the first
time was heard against them the accusation which was the
immediate cause of their overthrow. They attacked Paris,
violently; but the opinion of the deputies of the Plain was
against them, for, as Canton remarked, if it had not been for
Paris the Revolution would not have taken place at all, and
the idea of a Constitutionalist or Federalist Guard, or what-
ever it might be called, was abandoned, and a motion was
carried by Robespierre that the Republic should be for ever
one and indivisible. After the failure of their attack on
Paris, the Girondins next accused the Jacobins of wishing to
establish a dictatorship. Robespierre and Danton indignantly
denied that they had ever supported anything of the sort, and
declared that they did not wish for a dictator, which was
perhaps untrue. But Marat openly confessed that he had
proposed in his journal the establishment of a dictatorship,
and added that Robespierre and Danton had opposed his idea
both in speech and writing Marat concluded by urging that
the deputies should not waste precious time in attacking each
other, but should agree to discuss the state of the country.
His appeal was not heard, and he was violently attacked as
the author of the massacres of September; and a decree of
accusation would probably have followed, but for a theatrical
movement of the " Ami du Peuple," who threatened to blow
out his brains in the tribune if it were carried. The Jacobins
had their revenge in their own club, which had now changed
its title from the " Amis de la Constitution " to that of the
" Amis de la Liberte et cle r%alite," and they expelled Brissot
from their body for abusing Robespierre and their other
leaders. From the very first days of the Convention an irre-
parable breach had thus been made between the parties in the
assembly, and accusations of dictatorship and federalism had
been freely exchanged between the leading deputies, which
were to bear their fruit afterwards.
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